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Chapter, &Cc. 


. Layfriend, 

Ome Sir, without farther Ceremony, why does not 
©. your Church allow Yulgar Heads to read the 

_ Scriptures ? WH: 3 

& Repreſenter. Not becauſe we fear there are any 
diſcoveries to be made of Errors and Follies in our 
Religion : For-there's no Cobege, Univerſity, Community or 
Place of Learning amongſt us, but where the Scriptures are pub- 


Z, That is to ſo much is read publickly as is conveni- 
ent,and that which is read,is as conveniently expounded.Come, 
come, you are too baſhful upon this occaſion : E'ne ſay, that 
the Bible may be freely read by any Body in thoſe your Places 
of Learning. *"Twixt Friends , indeed there's no ſuch thing, 
But no matter for that ; I will ſuppoſe it for once, and give 
you leave to make your beſt ont. | W 

R. Twill alſo reſerve your. Suppoſition to ſome other time. 
At preſent, I fay, that if we were Conſcious of contradidting 
the Scriptures, Scholars of all Men ſhould not, be permitted by 
us to read the Scriptures ; for 'tis more /ikely they ſhould make 


this diſcovery in their reading the Bible, than the Vulgar. Are the 


Errors and Follies of & 0s) ſuch , that of neceſſity a man muſt 


| be-a Blockhead to underſtand them 2? : 


 L. Neo, but they are ſuch as I think a Blockhead may un- 
derſtand them, if he be not an extraordinary Blockhead. 

R, Alittle good Manners, Friend, would not do amils ; arc 
we ſuch Blockheads with you then ? £ 

Z. No,no, you have ſome Learned,and many ſhrew'd Heads 


amongſt you. My meaning is, that it requires neither Learning 


nor Cunning, to find that your Religion,and thatof the Bible,are 
in ſeveral things contrary to one another. Bur ſince you kindle 
ſo faſt, why do you inſinuate that none but Mechanicks and 
| A2 . Aprons 
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Apronſtrings make the diſcovery 2 Are weall of this Church, a 
company of Mechanicks and Apronſtrings, or Blockheads at 


leaſt 2 


R. Not fo faſt; I meant only, that the Learned Men of our 


Communion could not make the diſcovery. 
L. Then your meaning was little to the purpoſe. And now, 
ſince you Yave given the occaſion, I muſt tell you, that we have 


very many Prieſts and Laymen,that can give as good an account 
of their Studies as any of the very beſt that you. can bring, And 


I believe the World takes notice of it too. | 
R. What a bluſtring, huffing Champion for the Church of 


' England, isthisLay-friend of mine! why, ſure thou takeſt thy 


ſelf tobe one of the Learned Lazty, that thou talkeft.ſo bravely 
of the Church of Exg/and Learning, | 

L. No truly, I am content to be put down amongft your 
Blockheads; only remember to write, that the Blockhead is not: 
afraid of the Repreſenter. Wherefore to go on, they are not 
Mechanicks and Apronſtrings only , but as Learned Men as the 
World has any, who. diſcover your-Errors by the Scriptures :; 
and it was.a poor mean Fallacy of yours to diſſemble it. . We 
have Mechanicks amongſt us, that have not only more hone- 
ſty, but more wit than this comes to. | 

R: Thou art, I tell thee once again;a very quarrelſome,arro- 
gant Member cf thy Church ; but for all that, thou ſhalt be my 
Lay-friend ſtill, and'with all my heart conceit thy ſelf as wiſe 
as Solomon; Only ſhew a little of thy Wit now,and come to the 
Bufineſs. Doſt thou think that our Church would. allow the 
Scriptures to ſo many Learned Men as we have, if our Religion 
werein any thing contrary tothe Scriptures? Conſider a little 
with thy ſelf, how 'tis poſſible that theſe Learned Men ſhould 
aot ſee it, if it were fo. 

L, How do you know that they do not ſee it 2 May they not: 
ſeeir, and yet be wiſe enough to fay nothing of it ? 

R. Very well! And is it probable then, that every man a- 
mong/ſt the Papiſts,no ſooner becomes a Scholar but he turns Atheiſt? 

E. And is it probable then, that every man amongſt the Pro-- 


teffants, 


UMI - * 


| 5 .* FF | | | | 
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teftants, no ſooner becomes a Scholar,but he turns 4theiif#> 
R. What an impertinent queſtion was that? Did I ever fay 
thus * © 
L. Then there is one impertinent queſtion for another;for we 
never faid ſo, But let me try whether F can ask a pertinent que- 
ſtion or not. Do not you think 'tis very plain that the Dodtrines 
þ of your Church, which we oppoſe, are not: contrary to the 
Scripures? Anſwer me that. 
R. And fol will, if it be but to ſee what thou wilt make of 
it. I think 'tis plain enough. Ly 
Z. Now 'tis more likely that Learned Men ſhould diſcover 
what is to be diſcover in the Scriptures, than that Mecha- 
nicks and Apronſtrings ſhould. | oj 
R. I have already faid it; and:to talk in thy ſtrain; make thy- 
beſt on't. ' 
£L. I have but one thing more-to add, and do you make the 
worſt on't. You reckon that we muſt probably eonclude your 
Learned Men to be Atheiſts, if we ſuppoſe that they diſcover 
your Religion ro: be contrary to the Scriptures , and will 
yet fay nothing of it. And now I think you cannot but ſee 
d | that you alſo muſt probably ſuppoſe our Learned Men to be 
Atheiſts, if they diſcover that your Religion is wo? contrary to 
the Scriptures, and will yet bear the World in hand, that it is. 
R. Hold, hold. But may be the caſe is not the fame. - 
£. Then: the caſe is alter'd, quoth:P/oyden, But-you would 
do:your Lay-friend no ſmall Courteſie to ſhew him the diffe» 
rence. Pray, why ſhould not our Learned men be as good at 
making Diſcoveries, as yours ? | 
R. Nay,.if you will needs prove your Learned men to be- 
Atheiſts, who can help it > | 
£. Muſt they be Athes/ts then on one ſide or tother 2 How- 
ever my queſtion has by this time gain'd\a little pertinence ; 
4 and may deſerve to be conſider. | . 
R. Haſt. thou forgot” the Proverb? That a- Foo! may © ask 
more (Queſtions than a wiſe man can Anſwer ? 
L. And yet.I have anſwer'd yours ; and that without ſaying, 
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An Anſwer to the 


either that your Learned Men are probably Atheiſts , or pro- 
bably not. | | | 4 tf 

R. Nay, I confeſs, a .queſtion wiſely avoided, ſhews more 
Diſcretion , than a queſtion fooliſhly anſwer'd. But: betwixt 
you and me,-my queſtion is not anſwer yet. 

L.Say you ſo? Why,if you put me to it,it ſhall go hard but I 
will avoid it once morezand two wiſe avoidings,may for ought I 
know go for one wiſe Anſwer, according to another Proverb, 
T hat two' Foils makes a Fall, Have you never heard of the Advice 
given to Pope Julius 3d, by ſome Biſhops that fat at Bonoxza, in 
order to the fupport of the Roman See, as Yergerius has it ?. 

- R. It ſeems you have by your asking. -Pray, remember that 
you are avoiding an anſwer to my queſtion. . E7gy 

L. Iwill avoid it as faſt asI can. If you look into Confil. de 
{tabil. Rem. Sede. you will go near to find this Advice given : 
That, as little of the __ might be read as was poſſtble. I ſhall 
not trouble you with all that they fay to this purpoſe, but make 
haft to their Reaſon for this Advice : Z» truth, fay they,: if one 
diligently confiders it = you know Scholars can do ) and com- 
pares it with what is done in our Churches, he will. find them very 
contrary to each other, and our very Doftrine not only to be diffe- 
rent from it, but inconſiſtent with it. (v7 | 

R. You do not intend to fay, now at laſt—what do you 
mean by this Sir? : | 

L. So, fo. I ſhall be drawn into a ſnare, if I do not look better 
to-my ſelf. No Sir, I intended only to ſhew that that ſame que- 
tion which we have been fo long upon, might as well have 
been ſpard. That's all. AG a 
-  R;*Tis well that's all, Sir. And as we met; fo now let us part 
Friends. 

L. Nay,and'if we be Friends, we'l think of Bozonia no more, 
andifo go-qn-tothe end of the Chapter. - 
 R. Withall my heart Friend. And now I muſt tell ye, that 
T'newer met with any one; that left our Communion by reading and 
following the Word of God. * eh | 
_'E Right Sir. For '*tis not the Word of God,. but the concep- 
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 Repreſenters Erohth Chapter. 5 
tions or imaginations that a man has upon reading the Word of 
God, that.carries him away from you: z, 

R. Now I proteſt thou beginſt to ſpeak like a man of 
ynderſtanding. | | Ws 
L. For inſtance, A man reads in x Cor. 11. 26. As often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lords 
death till he come. And then there comes a certain conception 
or imagination into his head, that what is eaten in the Lords- 
Supper is Bread; and that there is a Cup to be drank of as well 
as Bread to be eaten ; and by that time that he'has read ſome: - 
half a dozen places more to the ſame purpoſe, his imaginati- 
on works ſo ſtrongly againſt Tranſub/tantiation, and the half 
Communion, that next night he can hardly ſleep for it. © 
_ R. Fiddle faddle, what a prating do'ſt thou make of one in- 
ſtance > Have I not faid, that if the Vulgar be permitted to- 
read the Bible, there will or may be ſo maxy different words of 
God, as there are heads amongſt them 2 | | 
£. And you faid too, That the people benefit by the Scrip- 
tures, not by laying the Bible upon their heads, and ſo underſtan- 
ding it, but by the ſenſe and meaning in which they underſtaud it. 
| For if that man we ſpake of betore, had never done any thing 
with the Bible bur laid it upon his head, and fo had only ſtood 
under it, no harm had follow'd : But he muſt needs open it, 
and read the words,to come to the ſenſe and meaning in which 
they are to be wnder/tood ; and it was this that made all the 
miſchief. Et, ens” 
 R, And is it not a miſchief, prithee,to have fo many Zeads, 
fo many Bibles ? | = 
+ L. Take one Text for inſtance, mnd let it be, This #& my 
Body. You fay there muſt needs be about ſo many interpreta- 
tions of ghis place as there are heads in the vulgar, amongſt 
us. And now muſt I go.with Pex, Ik and Paper, as you ad- 
viſe,to take the ſenfe of every vulgar head that comes to the 
Pariſh Church to which I belong. But what if I ſhould find 
them to be all of a mind, 'and then carry the Pariſh harmo- 
ny upon this Text, to the Licenfer, to be ſe? forward with an 
Imprima= 
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Imprimatar, as you were ſpeaking 2 I fancy the Book would 
ZI be a pretty Book, and fell very well. 
ES. R. Thou think'ſtthis was wiſely ſaid now. Did I ſpeak of a 
#1 ſingle Text, or of the whole Bible? = 
. I cry you mercy,your meaning then was that they would 
Not interpret the whole Bible alike. Pray do your Learned 
men do ſo.? Here is the inconvenience then of letting vulgar | 
heads have the Bible, that there will be ſo many ww/gar heads, 
ſo many Bibles : But then there may be ſo many Bibles as you 
have /earned heads amongſt you, and there is no harm at all 
nm in that. But pray tell me, when our Saviour - bad the Fews 
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ſearch the Scriptures, was he ſenſible, or not , of this incon- 

3 Bo venience your Church is ſo much aware of-2 Was St. Peter to 
FH blame to commend the Chriſtians of his days for taking heed 
i | to the word of Prophefie >» Was St. Chryſoſtom a child, and the 


Fathers before him children, to exhort Chriſtian people, dili- 
Y gently to read the Scriptures 2 Your Church certainly is very 
73 wiſe, to-be wiſer than the Fathers, than the Apoſtles, nay than 

: our Saviour himſelf ; and ſhe has very great Authority if ſhe 
| can for the avoiding of i»conventences,countermand what God 
I has commanded. But you will have all theſe things urg'd by a 
: better hand,l gueſs,that will conſider not only what you have 
| Maid here, but your other Chapters alſo upon this argument. 


(ON I I. 
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* Þ- R:.T am very glad ont, for to talk with thee, is but to loſe 
#.j time. When I ſee any ſenſe written againſt my three Chapters, 
_ I will not fail to anſwer it. 5 
'.3Þ L.- Juſt as. you reply'd to the Learned Anſwerer of the 
+ - Papiſt Miſrepreſented and Repreſented, by dropping in effe& the 
Ft whole Controverſie; Juſt,as you anfwer'd the Proteſtant Pre- 
Hh. face to the wholeſome advices, &c. by cavilling at a digreſſion 
$f Bud or two, and ſaying never a word to the matter of Fa&,which 
(4:39 was the fubject both of the Preface and the Book. Afid juſt as 
Þ you have now reply'd to my Letter, in which I had not only 
tully conſider'd all your Objeftions wherein I was particular- 
ly concern'd, but your whole Fourth Chapter it ſelf, where 
you pretended that yours is-the Catholick Church, and that 
| you 
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Repreſenters Eighth Chapter. 
you have had a ſucceſſion of Paſtors, &c. but I have not had 
one word offer'd for my fatisfaCtion in theſe Points, tho' they 
are in themſelves very material, and you were not 4 little 
concern'd to defend what you had faid about them;Your Zay« 
friend would be aiham'd of this ſhifting. 

. R. Thou perverſe man, have I not intimated that it was to 
no purpoſe to go about to inſtru thee? Prithee whoſe words 
were thoſe,7 defire to live no longer than T can, if nt ſpeak, yet 
love and admire the Church of England's ſenſe 2 

L. They were my words; and ſo were theſe, 7 have vow'd 


to follow Truth and Charity where ever they lead me. F 


- R. Is it not plain then, thou didſt not &now thy own mind ? 
L. It is plain that I did;.for I was then perſwaded, and ſo 
I am ftill, that in following the Church of England, I follow 
Truth and Charity. Pray do you think that you ſhall ever be a 
Protetant again ? 
R. No friend, Iam reſolv'd to live and die a Roman Catholick. 
. L. Not right, or wrong, I hope. But at the fame time that 
you are confident of being in- the right way, ” a would. not 
be aſham'd to fay, that you wonld folow Truth and Cha- 
rity , where ever they led you. Tamas well aſfur'd that I 
am'in the right, as you are confident that you are fo. 
But if notwithſtanding this aſſurance, I am under a pre« 
vailing reſolution to follow Truth and Charity, ' though they 
ſhould lead me out of the way wherein I now am; and you 
ſhould with your confidence chance to be otherwiſe reſolv'd, I 
will make bold to ſay, that in this reſpe& the Lay-man is the 
better man, and the better Chriſtian. But the very truth is, 
you were in pain for an excuſe to avoid the anſwering of the 
firſt part of my Letter, and you thought you had found one. 
R. Thy vanity is fo intollerable that I wonder at my own 
patience to hear thee talk thus. Didſt thou not defire-withour 
condition or reſerve,to die, rather than move one fey from whence 
thou ftandeft ? 
L.. No, there was a plain reſerve expreſt, viz. that of Fol- 
lowing Truth and Charity ;. and _ you have in effect confeſt 
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preſumption in the other. Preſumption ! of what I pray, but 
of this, that I am in the right way to' Heaven 2 and the more 
fturdy my preſumption of this was, the more charity it had 
been in you to have broke it by the force of your Reaſon, if 
you could. And now if you pleaſe, a word or two, whether 
Papiſts are not on the uncharitable fide, 
 _ R. Indeed we have your ſay-ſo for it, inſtead of a Proofs - 
L. There is only your fay-ſo that Proof is wanting ; now 
why may not a Lay-man's ſay-ſo with Proof, weigh againſt a, 
Repreſenter's /ay-ſo without it > How ſhould a man prove a 
Point 'of Doctrine upon your Authors, better than by ſuch Te- 
ſtimonies out of them, asI produced in my. Letter, pag. 7. ? 
And for any thing you have yet ſaid, andI believecan fay, to 
clear your Party of damning all ProteF7ants, that 'one Argu- 
ment alone, which I produced againſt you, -p. 9g. will remain 
-an Invincible proof of Proteſtants Charity, and Papiſfs want. 
of it. Mark it Repreſenter, Our Charity to you, .and your 
want of it to us, has furniſhed your Party with an Argument 
to perſwade ſilly people to be of your Church, becauſe there's 
a poſſibility of Salvation there, by the Confeſſion of both 
Parties « You have neither faid that your-men have not usd 
this Argument, nor promis'd that they ſhall forbear it hereaf- 
ter ; and yet with a boldneſs peculiar to your ſelf, you would 
face us down, That Proteſtants come not an ace behind Papiſts 
in Uncharitableneſs, Take notice Sir, that you have offerd 
never a Word torhisPoint, and I am now ſo well acquainted 
with your way, that I believe you never: will. LES2 
R. Iwonderat thy Confidence, Lay-friend ! Do not I fay, 
That t is the common Opinion of Modern and Ancient Schoolmen, 
that Salvation is poſſible for ſuch, as through Invincible Ignorance 
remain ſeparate from the Church > 
ZE. When you have produc'd theſe Schoolmen, they ſhall be 
allow'd to ſpeak for themſelves, and for no body elfe;to be ſure 
not for thoſe that uſe the forementioned Argument, whether 
they bs the Writers that I mentioned, or the preſent = 
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 Repreſenters Eighth. Chapter. 


' thatrun up and down Town and Country,threatning the Yul- 


gar Heads amongſt us, with unavoidable Damnation. | 
R. I tell thee, of all thoſe who pronounce ſo ſeverely againf# 
ProteFants, that 'tis againFf Hoa wha remaining ſuch, as thou 
haft worded it, p. 8. that is, ob/tinately and pertinacionſly re- 
maining ſuch. = 
L. Ithink it is now my turn to wonder at my own Pati- 
ence: What Confidence can be equal to this! Did I, or could 


I mean by Proteſtants remaining ſuch, Proteſtants obſtinately 


and pertinaciouſly continuing ſuch 2 But by this time it is as 
evident as words can make any thing, that you and your Par- 


' ty (if yourightly repreſent them )) damn all Proteſtants re- 


maining ſuch, without exception. 
R. No, we except thoſe that can make the Excuſe of Tzvir- 


 cible Ignorance. 


L. That is to fay, you except none at all, in as. much as 
all Proteſtants remaining ſuch, are, with you, ob/tinate 'and 
pertinacious ; and I would know of you, Whether obſtinate 
Hereticks can plead Invincible Ignorance 2 To deal plainly, 
[ have found your Charity and your Sixcerity to be much at 
one ; but becauſe, if it be poſlible, I would ſift you to the 
bottom in this matter, pray will yow think of giving me a 


. plain, dire, and full anſwer to theſe Queſtions. 


x. What you mean by /rvincible Ignorance, if you think 
there'is ſuch a thing 2 5 

2. Whether it be poſſible for Proteſtants remaining ſuch 
to the laſt, to dye in /rvincible Ignorance, or whether the very 
being of a Proteſtant, does not,according to you, imply 04- 
Stinate and pertinacious continuing in Error and Schiſm 2 

3+ If it does imply o&/tinacy, whether it does. not exclude 
the Plea of Invincible Ignorance ? | 

4. If no Proteſtant according to you,can be Invincibly igno- 
raxt,what becomes of your Charity ? | We 

5. If Proteſtants may live and die invincibly ignorant, what 

comes of your ANGIE: I mean that Argument mentio- 
ned in my Letter, which no provocation will make you take 
notice of 2 £ IDITENR Anſwer 


®# 
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_ "Anſwer me theſe queſtions like a man that deſigns to ſerve Truth, - 


and not a Party , and therefore like one that is not afraid to be under- 
ſtood. In the mean time I have juſt-cauſeto ſay, that the two ſorts of Po- 
pery I mention'd with reſpect to Damning or not Damning, us, are as 1 
now ſee, founded only upon your new pretence of that Charity for us 
which in reality there is nothing of. If the Papiſts have been made odi- 
ous theſe hundred years for their uncharitableneſs to Proteſtants, you are 
going on to make them odiox; ſtill for the ſame «ncharitableneſs; and 
the 4i/gniſe of Charity which you have put on to amyſe the people, tho? it 
was put on but tother day,is worn off already, and the Repreſenter with 
his new Popery appears as uncharitable as the maintainers of the O/J. 
As to your Refletion upon my Friends, by whom 1 ſuppoſe, you 


mean the honeſt and Learned Clergy of this Church, That they are put + 


to a hard ſhift to talk of New Popery ; it is eaſie to ſay, that if you had 
not been put toa hard ſhift to efend the 0/4, there had been no occa- 
ſion given to talk of the New. Methinks yon ſhould be afraid to men- 
tion the difference betwixt the Old and the New, when you are ſo in- 


debted ro us about the Defence of the Biſhop of Meaux's Expolition, ' 


and the firſt part of the Papiſt Miſpreſented and Repreſented. We con- 
feſs that .in reſpeCt of your practices there is no occaſion for this di- 
ſtinftion between Old and New Popery, but in reſpect of your preſent 
pretences, there is. For he that Tooks upon the falſe Colours that you 
bave lately laid upon your Cauſe, would either believe that there's a 
change made amongſt you, tho* we know there is none, and ſome lit- 
tle Reformation, tho? indeed nothing is mended. ; or elſe that we had 
charg'd you falfely all along; which no body can believe that either 


underſtands your practices abroad, or can read your eſtabliſhed Offi- 


ces, or has capacity to underſtand how the Controverſies were ſtated 
between your Anceſtors and ours at home. - 


Now for what remains, pray when you write next, have a care of 
ſuppoſing 2 g'od opinion of the Papiſts to be a part of my Religion, unleſs 
you confeſs at the ſame time that ic is part of 4.4 Religion to have 70 
geod opinion of Popery. As for the occaſion of my requiring an »fallible 


sfſurance in the place to which you refer,. I confeſs a:great deal leſs will 


ſerve my turn; only I taiked to you as men ſometimes do to Artifts, in 
their own "Terms. But for that RefleCtion, that 1 have buta Fallible per- 


. ſwaſion for my Religion, | will compare theGroundsof myPerſwaſion with 
'the Grounds of yours when you pleaſe. hwa word, if you were to 


convert Heathens upon any other Grounds than thoſe that ſupport the 
Faith of Proteffants, you would find it as difficult a matrer to make 
Converts to Chriſtianity, as you find. it to convertus to Popery, And fo 
farewell till we meet again, which I gueſs will not be in haſt, if you 
P help it. —_ FT 7.0 | 
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